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Editorial

It's been a terrific spring season so far and everyone's excited for the Annual Gathering coming up-dn June 2
hosted by the Quad CiseChapter at Augustana Collegé/e rotate the gathering between the 7 chapters so
members have an opportunity to see plants and natees @ all parts of the statehope yu will join us in

Rock Island!t  Christopher David Benda
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It is early May as | Lkeite
many native plant lovers, spring is probably my favorite
time of the year.To me, there is little else that matches
that soft, fresh, green color of new leaves unfolding in

the spring.Not to mention all the lovely spring blooming

§ wildflowers that we have longed for all winteow, the

? spring ephemerals in southern lllinoie atarting to
senesce, in central lllinois they are waning, and in northern lllinois some are still
going strong. One of the great things about living and working as a botanist in a

Rachel Goad state like lllinois, with its great spread north to south, is the abalignjoy

Treasurer multiple spring blooming seasonslo mat t er how many ti m

Jim Payne breeches | have to stop and admire theuglys haped f | o welitls t h
pantso

Erigenia Edi }l\lt%orugh | am a life member of INPS and a leiimge board member | continue

Dr. John Taf o be overwhelmed by what is accomplished by ouvallinteer organization.

Harbinger The passion that our members have for native plants is truly awe inspiring.

EditChris Bentar!y April, 1 attended the Southern

LayouMart a
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Amanda Pank

Webmaster

Jeff Nel son
AtLarge Boafr
Susanne Mas
Jean Sell ar
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wymposium.What a greaevent! Members from throughout Illinois, not just
southern lllinois, came together to hear about Illinois native plants and the
pollinators and pests that utilize and/or threaten théfa.even had one visitor

a ftom the lowa Native Plant Societyfhen at he end of April was the Central
Chapter 6s f amo uThiswaa myifirstaimepattemding and lzoy e .
was | ever blown awayOver 280 species of native plants, many cared for and
grown by our own membergven a cold, windy, and rainy day couidh Kk e e p

dfolks from throughout the state from attending this amazing sale. What a huge

i success!

We are pleased to welcome Jeff Nelson as our new webmaster. Jeff is an INPS
member that lives just across the border in Kentucky, was IT Director for Paducar
Public Schools, and loves native plants. He has already dhiowelfto be a

vital member of te INPS team effort. Also, we welcome 3 new life members:
Julia Olsen (Northeast Chapter), Mary Dresser (Southern Chapter), and Sarah
Heyer (Southern Chapter).

Since the lagtarbinger, our Chapters have led hikes, hostedakpes, or put on workshops to spread the
enthusiasm for native plants and their conservatddambers and nemembers throughout lllinois continue to
participate in outllinois Botanist Big Year eventftps://www.ill-inps.org/illinoisbotanistsbig-year2017),

our second year for this fun and friendly competitidinis year some of the other Midwest native plant

societies (Minnesota Native Plant Society) and botany clubs (Batadiub of Wisconsin) have joined us in
expanding this iNaturalist project as an enjoyable way for plant lovers throughout the Midwest to learn and
communicate with one anothe®oon there will be another major opportunity for members from throughout
lllinois and the Midwest to come together at our Annual Gathering hosted this year by the Quad Cities Chapt
The big event will be held June 2 to 4 at Augustana College in Rock IdRaridt on your calendar and be sure

to register sooat https://www.illinps.org/2017annuaimeeting/
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In wrapping up, INPS has also recently initiated an exciting partnership with the Native Plant Conservation
Campaign littp://plantsocieties.cnps.org/index.plgy joining as an affiliate organizatio.heir mission and

ours are aligned very well and it is our hope that partnering and collaborating with them agtevtirk of

other affiliates brings greater strength to our message of promoting the conservation of native plants and thei
habitats. Check them out at their website and stay tuned for future information on potential projects. The first
expected projecskia campaign to identify Important Plant Areas (IPAS).

Happy botanizing,
Paul B. Marcum,
President

INPS CHAPTER NEWS

NORTHEAST CHAPTER -

Chicago
Andy Olnas (President)

northeast.inps@gmail.com

QUAD CITIES CHAPTER -
Rock Island

Bo Dziadyk (Presideint
bohdandziadyk@augustana.edu

GRAND PRAIRIE CHAPTER i
Bloomington/Normal

Joe ArmstrondPresident)
jearmstr@ilstu.edu

FOREST GLEN CHAPTER i
Champaign/Urbana, Danville
Connie Cunningham (President)
conniejcunningham@gmail.com

KANKAKEE TORRENT
CHAPTER -Bourbonnais
Trevor Edmondson (President)
trevoredmondson@gmail.com

CENTRAL CHAPTER 1

Springdfield
Trish QuintenZPresident)

trishquntenz@gmail.com

SOUTHERN CHAPTER i
Carbondale

Chris Benda (President)
southernillinoisplants@gmail.com

|
Seuthern

Check out the lllinois Native Plant Society Events Webpag®r Chapter meetings and workshops
https://www.illinps.org/eventalendar/

2017INPS Annual Meeting: June 24, Augustana College, Rock Island, IThe Quad City Chapter and the
Officers of the llinois Native Plant Society cordially invite you to tBeciety's 2017 Annual Meeting:his

year o6s activities will take (iéldaaionaihloweaag llisadisatn a C
this year's meetingye warmly welcomenembers othe lowa Native Plant Society and the lllinois members of
the Society for Ectogical Restoration (SER) to oareeting activities!Information about the agendspeakers,

field trips, banquet, silent auction, atatiging/camping options available onlie athttp://www.ill-
inps.org/2017annuaimeeting/



http://plantsocieties.cnps.org/index.php
mailto:northeast.inps@gmail.com
mailto:bohdandziadyk@augustana.edu
mailto:jearmstr@ilstu.edu
mailto:conniejcunningham@gmail.com
mailto:trevoredmondson@gmail.com
mailto:trishquintenz@gmail.com
mailto:southernillinoisplants@gmail.com
https://www.ill-inps.org/event-calendar/
http://www.ill-inps.org/2017-annual-meeting/
http://www.ill-inps.org/2017-annual-meeting/

Kankakee Torrent Chapter: Meetings arehte first Monday of every month &amp Shawvaw-nahsee 6641

N 6000W Rd, Manteno, IL 6095@0Phone:(815) 933011 Business meeting, 6:30 p,Rrogram, 7:00 p.m.

SAVE THE DATE: Our 2017 Native Plant Sale is May 21st

lllinois Native Plant Society Kankakee Torrent Chapter Native Plant Sale
10ami 4pm, Sunday, May 21st, 2017

Small Memorial Park dumg Rhubarb Festival
S 8th Ave, Kankakee, lllinois 60901

Central Chapter: The Central Chapter hosts a monthly meeting on the second Thursday of each month,
primarily at lllinois Audubon, 2315 Clear Lake Avenue Springfield, IL 62708 except fondimeh ofApril due
to plant sale activities. In the event of a different venue, the meeting losaibvays listed in thehapter

newsletter.

Welcome New Members

At Large
Margaret Bailey
Leigh Stewart

Central Chapter
William Bellot
Deborah Bruce
H. Dean Campbell
Carol Esarey
Jean Moser
Ezara Penning
Lois Stone
DouglasSwiatocha

Grand Prairie Chapter
Larissa Armstrong
Jesse Tinges
Dennis Wismer

Kankakee Torrent
JuanitaArmstrongUlIberg

Southern Chapter
Roger Beadles
MaegharButler
Mary Dresser*
Sarah Heyer
Austin Szubryt
Toni Thompson
Lucy Walker

Northeast Chapter
Tony Assimos
Luke Dahlberg
Scott Fontaine
April Hughes
Matthew Joritz

Nathan Lamb
SarahMakinney
Julianne Mason
PeterNade

Julia Olsen*

Jodi Palonis
Linda Paris

Ellen Raimondi
Christine Rayman
Roger Ross
DavideSollenberger
Jan Sorensen
Wayne Svoboda
Lorrie Ward
Annette Weston

* New Life Member



In Memoriam:; Lorna Konsis

Lorna J. Konsis
August 31, 19541 February 2, 2017

Lorna and Ken Konsis

The Forest Glen Chapter was the first organized chapter that was formed from the parent lllinois Native Plant
Society after it became a statewide entity in 198Be very next day, the East Central Chapter was organized.
In its fledging years, Ken Konsis was the first Forest Glen Chapter presiterefore, obviously, his wife,

Lorna became involvedDuring that time, the chapter put out their own newsletter3étflower. Lorna

became editor of that publication until it ceased in 200&n also waditor of the INPS newslettefhe

Harbinger, and Lorna was the typist of that publication until lflg007. Being theHarbingereditor, Ken

was a member of the INPS Board of DirectoB®on after Lorna became involved, the membership chair on the
State INPS board became opérmrna took on this position as well and served as the membership clilair unt
2008. Her first tasks were twerhaul the databadaingng up to date all of the paid members and renmgd
people to renew that were unpaid for several years, but were still receiving bdraiita.dutifully sent out
reminders and worked veryodely with all of the chapter presidents, keeping their databases curozest

Glen was the headquarters for INPS, so all membership dues and correspondence came there.

Lorna was also very civic minde&he was a volunteerrfthe Presence United Samtans Hospital

Foundation, working many years with the Festival of Trédss past summer, she served on the organizing
commi ttee for the foundationds Ki cki mérfalotite Gy nt r
was counted crosstitch,where she and two friends organized a counted cross stitch show at Forest Glen
Preserve.This endured for 20 year§She won numerous ribbons at the National show and grand champion at
the Georgetown Fairlronically, that same year, she won grand champvith her photography exhibit.

Lorna was diagnosed with a rdoem of breast cancer in May of 2015 and was not expected to live past that
summer.But she did! She endured 23 chemo treatments of three of the harshest chemo drugs a&hkable.
also ha major surgery in August of 201@hrough all @ that, she and her husband Kaitl took vacations,
attended social even@ndvolunteeregdshe put out th&ermilion County Conservation Distritts ne ws | et
the Conservationistin December of 2016She packed as many activities as she could through her treatments,
but it became too much in January of 20Ehe will be missed by many, but no more than her husband Ken.
She was his souhate and partner in life, but we all must cherish everythingsttehas done for us and all of

the lives that she has touched.



Chicago Ridge Prairie Nature Preserve

Article and Photo8y Louis Mulé

The Chicago Ridge Prairie (CRP) is an lllinois State Nature Preserve in Cook County that contains a high
quality alkalire prairie. The CRP is the only gravel outwash, lake plain, fdatlprairie in the Chicago area.
The site features over 150 native plant species, many of which are rare and restricted to alkaline soils. The
Native FQI (using Swink & Wilhelm 1994) isl73. The remnant dependent insect fauna is diverse with high
rarity coefficients. The nearly 1&cre triangular site is one of the last vestiges of ifikatk soil prairies. An
urban landscape surrounds the CRP and is bordered by a railroad, actigekidential land use.

The existence of the prairie today began over 40 years ago when local educators and residents argued publi
for the preservation of the site, which was about 30 acres and two lots then. After a developer purposely
plowed the Z-acre lot for an apartment complex, efforts continued to save the remaining acreage. In 1994, a:
part of a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) wetland enforcement case, the prairie was purchased by th
Oak Lawn Park District and dedicated as a lllind&ure Preserve the foIIowmg year. Today there are two
management units: the wet mesic/mesic prairie natur|
area (9 acres) and the restoration prairie (4 acres). :
l atter is an area for me rj
the 17 acres developmeniith the fill removed, this
unit was regraded to replicate its original topography g
(swell and swale) and restored as a wet mesic prairicii§ \ \
This unit contains public trails and interpretive featurg

diversity of calciphile species in a relatively compact §
acre footprint. Plant density in many areas 5140 '
species/ri The soil pH runs from 7.8 to 8.1 throughoj
the silty clay loam soils developed on the gravel
outwash plains of Stoney Creek the edge of pogglacial Worth Island. The site is also home to 43
conservative (remnant dependent) insect species (Panzer 2010 personal communication), 4 species of snake
(including smooth green snake), native crayfish, and a large meadow vole colony.

The site contains one of the largest populations of the small whitsligger orchid Cypripedium candiduin

in the Chicago region, which produce a spectacular bloom in May (and recently in Apisie¢oihe cover
photo of this newslettgr Other mtable calcareous species present@vacco roofValeriana edulissubsp
ciliata), small skullcagScutellaria parvuly, club sedge@arex buxbaumjj rigid sedge Carex tetanicg

Ri ddel | 6 sSolglagb riddelt)ypraide gbldenrodAsterptarmicoides, stiff gentian Gentiana
quinquefolig, prairie brome Bromus kalmig Indian paintbrush in botyellow and reddish color forms
(Castilleja coccineg andwild savory Gaturejaarkansang, which is especially fragrant and widespread when
in bloom. Drier portions of the site contaprairie panic grasP@nicum leibergi, green milkweedAsclepias
viridiflora), porcupine grassStipa sparteg wood lily (Lilium philadelphicumvar. andinun), andlead plant
(Amorpha canescepsA small populationoH i | | & sCirsiumihiBii} als@per§ists. The main legume is
purple prairie cloveralea purpureg. The wetter sections feature a mosaic of sedge and grass communities
with balsam ragwort§enecio pauperculysround theedges. Coupled with shooting stéib®decatheon



meadia),downy phlox(Phlox pilosa) hoary puccoorfLithospermum canescenggllow-star grasgHypoxis
hirsuta), blueeyal grass(Sisyrinchium albidun and bastard toadflafgComandra umbellata)earby in he
mesic areas, one gets a glimpse into the field experience that early naturalists must have enjoyed while
botanizing in the Chicago region.

Rare insect species include the prairie cic&kafagana bal), the geometric motHtame amboflavg the
two-spotted skipperEuphyes bimacu)aand two species of leafhoppeRsdiriana kansanandMemnonia
panzer), known in lllinois only here.

When the site was designated as an lllinois Nature Preserve, the
management plan included the removal of fill from the back 4 acr
and restoration to the original grade with native reseeding of 30 Ig
species. The unit was irregular in surface topdnyamd overgrown
with buckthorn and cottonwoods. The natural soil was still mostly
undisturbed under this fill. In 2013, the Park District acquired
funding to restore the unit. Nearly 1,000 truckloads of fill were
removed and rgraded close to originabil profile. Six small Vel
remnant prairie fAislandso wer /
seeding source for the newly created swell and swale. In 2016, 4\/‘,_, v
the original planted species now have good populations. Additio \'V/ ol
native species are spokag into the unit from those islands and the ¢ I
adjoining prairie unit. After four years, the restoration unit has
developed a grassland plant community contiguous with the natuf
prairie. As for habitat value for birds and insects, the two units ar{
now functioning as one enhanced wildlife area.

The Oak Lawn Park District, using prescribed burns, stewardship, and invasive species control, actively
manages the prairie. Stewardship challenges remaining include managementesfeadgksturbances that
encourage expansion of weedy goldenrods and w&m$asp. Despite such disturbance, the prairie is
remarkably resilient with little species loss.

This prairie, along with the Santa Fe Prairie, remains one of the most important extant remnants ef the onc
great prairie expanses on the southwest side of the Chicago lake plain. Today the Chicago Ridge Prairie is s
a functioning ecosystem, a beautiful piece of the Chicago Wilderness embedded in the urban landscape. Fe:
yourself!

For more info abouCRP, visitwww.chicagoridgeprairie.orgndwww.olparks.com.

Barker Bluff Natural Area; A Test of Time

By Jody Shimp

While | was an unclassified graduate studsrSouthern lIllinois University at Carbondale, | received an
amazing offer from Dr. Phil Robertson, a forest
like to get a degree in plant biology and conduct research in three Shawnee NatiesiaREsearch Natural


http://www.chicagoridgeprairie.org/
http://www.olparks.com./

Areas?0 he asked. You see, this was an amazing
natural quality and was struggling to find the perfect thesis project on my own. Drigobexplained that

the project wold involve collecting baseline vegetation data and classifying the existing natural communities
and plant commujpi ty totegpaogaky if | couid Rlsorcdn@uct floristic inventories at each
site. Dr. Robertson agreed and sent me gifépare a full research proposal to study Barker Bluff, Dennison
Hollow, and Panther Hollow Research Natural Areas (RNA).

For the next two years, | spent nearly all my time, outside of class, cataloging plants and collecting vegetatior
data at these threeonderful and very different natural areas. Barker Bluff is part of the Barker Bluff lllinois
Natural Area Inventory (INAI) site. This area is owned in pgithe Shawnee National Forest and in part by
Lafarge Corporation. Lafarge is a large prodwred distributor of aggregate construction materials and a big
landowner in Hardin County. Lafarge has an active mine on this land and it is not on the INAI. The Shawnee
National Forest established their portion, approximately 60 acres, of the BarkeiNAluas a Federal

Research Natural Area in 199&NAs are federally protected areas which are set aside femaaipulative
research, observation, and studRNAs are afforded theighest protection ofelderal lands, much like the

St at eds Nagysteme The Nadosiad RNA system represents a broad array of North American
ecosystems, biological communities, and habitBeker Bluff RNA was established to represent a high

guality limestone gladdfy upland forest complex.

At first glance, Baker Bluff RNA seemed to be degraded and overgrown because the site is shifting to a more
shadetolerant plant community. It is well documented that due to dry soil conditions and occasional fire, the
woodlands and glades were much more open in earlgsettit, and sutoving grasses and wildflowers were

able to thrive.Naturally occurring fires were soon suppressed after the area was settled,-aridlérant
speciesrpany of which are shag@oducing trees) increased@he limestone glades and opany upland forests
were soon grown up in woody shrubs and vines and more-sbladant forest species, due to the change in
available light. Many of the sdoving plant species that once thrived in open woods and glade openings were
nonflowering and smdly because of the shady conditiaarsl tangleatatbriers and other vines.

However, the search for plants at Barker Bluff was truly a treasure hunt.
Ovate catchfly §ilene ovatg golf ball sedge $cleria oligantha)and

the hairy variety of sharpcaled sedgeCarex oxylepivar. pubescens)

were found and all new additions to the lllinois flora. Ovate catchfly in
particular is rare throughout its limited range in North America; few
populatons are known. The five catchfly plants discovered at Barker
Bluff were in heavy shade near the boundary between the Forest Service
and Lafarge tracts. Other conservative-kawing plants were scattered
Ovate catchfly Silene ovata Photo by in the natural area. Species such as crestett@atrarchid Hexalectris

Casey Galvin. spicata) hoary puccoorfLithospermum canescend)e ad 6 s s ed g
(Carex meadii)marbleseedOnosmodium hispidissimQnheartleaf noseburTragia cordatd, false boneset
(Brickellia eupatorioidel green milkweedAsclepiasviridiflora), and anglepod climbing milkweeiatelea
gonocarpa were still hanging on in the low light conditions.

After | completed the field work in 1995, | knew that Barker Bluff was a special botanical area, but in dire nee
of restoratSuos ht oeidleat ot hé&s a new biologist with
(IDNR), I began to work with others to see whether restoration was possible. In most cases, prescribed fire
selective tree removal are used to open up glades andandsdHowever, theShawned\ational Forest was

in a legal battle over prescribed fire and tree removal so there was little hope that restoring Barker Bluff coulc



be started anytime. In addition, Lafarge Corporation was focused on their mining openadiavass

developingalong ange pl an for the quarry. For many year
the INAI. For the next 15 years, little progress was made on the ground, but efforts continued with the Forest
Service and Lafargeionvest i n the siteds recovery. I n the

shade, and the sdaving plants began to disappear.

After many conversations, field trips, and events with Lafarge plant managers and regional environmental ste
Lafarge began to value their INAI site and agreed to work with IDNR to restore and protect the INAI site. On
September 30, 2012, the Lafarge Barker Bluff Land & Water Reserve was registered with the lllinois Nature
Preserves Commission. This was a hogeservation action by Lafarge, and the plant manager was eager to
restore their portion of the natural area.

On April 1, 2014, the first ever recorded prescribed firg
was conducted at Barker Bluff on 150 acres owned b
Lafarge. Theburnwas by a 23erson crew consisting
of the IDNR, Southern lllinois University Fire Dawgs,
Southeast lllinois Prescribed Fire Associatidhe
Nature Conservancy, and contractors from the Shawn
Resource and Development Area. A few monther af
the burn, we found hundreds of ovate catchfly plants
where the first five were discovered. They were all on
the burned area; none was on the unburned Forest
Service portion. Once again the plants were flowering
Also to our joy, the State threatengdombing milkweed
(Matelea obliqua was seen blooming on the filiee Fire crew. By Jody Shimp.
and later set seed. A welcome sight indeed.

Soon after, the Shawnee National Forest was cleared to
implement management on Barker Bluff RNA. The
Forest Service, Lafarge, and the IDNR began to
coordinate a joint burn on the entire INAI site. The
Barker Bluff Land& Water Reserve and Barker Bluff
RNA prescribed burn was on March 16, 2016. The area
encompassed 240 acres. Within this burn unit is an
lllinois Natural Area Inventory site; 77 acres that
includes a high quality, Grade A and B limestone glade
community, a Grade B dry upland forest/limestalade
community, and a Grade C dry upland forest. By
summertime of that year, glade and barren Indicator
species such as wild petunRugellia humili3, purple
milkweed Asclepias purpurascepslimbing milkweed
(Matelea obliqug, shooting star,fodecatheon meadjaand grayheaded conefloweR@atibida pinnata
responded well to the burn. Oh, and ovate catchfly was in full glorious bloom on the Forest Service side whe
it had not been seen before the burn.

Climbing milkweedMatelea obliqua By Jody Shimp.

Barker Bluff is a special place thatismo on t he mend. ltds true that <c
and may take time and | ots of energy but as in t



Toward a Savanna Flora

Article and PhotosyoGregory T. Rajsky, True Nature Consulting

Thisarticle is based on the authorods presentation
February 18, 2017 in Chicago.

Oak savannas are utterly enchanting places; we are drawn to their mystique in part because they represent &
local expression ahe African savannas in which the human species evol@ed.local savannas are important
plant communities that are intrinsic to the natural history of much of lllinois, yet they remain poorly understoot
This article is intended to deepen @apreciation of the floristic denizens of the community, as well as to
challenge our understanding of the Midwest oak ecosystem on the whole.

There is a general understanding of the predominant floristic composition of various types of prairies, forests,
and wetlands.That there are plant species characteristic of such plant communities is widely accepted.
However, there seems to be no general consensus with regard to such indicator species for some of the
Midwestern oak savannas.

The focus of this artielis on the savannas of the northeast morainal district of lllinois (sand savannas are not
addressed here)lhe Chicago Wilderness Community Classification System refers to these morainal savanna:
as finetexturedsoil savannas; John Curtigggetation oWisconsii called them oak openings; others have
referred to them as prairie groveSanopy cover is often used as a general guide to differentiate between
timbered communities, with savannas said to have anywhere from 10 to 80% canopy cover (I€8 than 1
canopy cover considergarairie and more than 80% canopy cover considered forfest3t authorities today
seem® have settled on a range oftb60% canopy cover for savannas, with 50 to 80% canopy cover
classified as woodland, and greater than 8@%opy cover classified as forestooking at canopy cover as a
criterion, it is impotant to recognize two thingthe scale of the site may include numerous areas where the
cover is locally greater or less than the average, and since the time of Ewgefpleament in northern Illinois

the canopy areas of our timbered sites have been steadily fillildast of our savanna remnants may look

more like woodlands today, while other areas may now lack trees and appear as prairie.
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Curti s 6 wation &rdination dureng tbet1950s helped to describe the structure of an oak §avanna
generally a plant community where the most conspicuous species are the trees, while ithpanasitspecies
are the grassedmportance, in this sense, is meant ind¢batext of vegetation ordinatiéni.e., the significance
of a plant in a given community based on relative density, relative frequency, and relative donfdraace.
might say that, in a local oak savanna, the trees are prominent and the grasses, d@meahthe challenges
faced by Curtis, and faced by botanists in the Chicago Region today, is that there remain fe\prigtarey
examples of an oak savanna with its grelaeer vegetation intactWith no reference ecosystem available, we
are left boking for clues.

My own experience in the study and restoration of-fexd¢uredsoil savannas is in northeastern lllinois
(counties of Cook, DuPage, McHenry, and Lake) whereargact landforms include ground moraines, kettles
and kames with predomintiy clay soils,andmostly drymesic and mesic upland$he most prevalent canopy
trees are bur oalQuercus macrocarpawhite oak Q. albg Hi 1Q. dlipsoidald kand(red oakQd.

rubra), along with shagbark hickorfarya ovatd, bitternut hiclory (Carya cordiformi$, and black walnut
(Juglans nigra.

During the early days of ecological restoration of savannas in the Chicago Region, the importance of woody
shrubs was, perhaps, underappreciafiemtay land managers are more actively including shrub species in their
restoration work.Table 1 presents a list of some of the understory trees and shrubs suitedexrttiredsoil
savannas.

Table 1. Understory Trees and Shrubs

American hazelnut Corylus americana
Ironwood (hop hornbeam) Ostrya virginiana
Pagoda dogwood Cornus alternifolia
Gray dogwood Cornus racemosa
Wwild plum Prunus americana
Chokecherry Prunus virginiana
lllinois rose Rosa setigera
Elderberry Sambucus canadensis
Maple-leaved arrowwood | Viburnum acerifolium
Nannyberry Viburnum lentago
Black haw Viburnum prunifolium
Prickly ash Xanthoxylum americanum

Notably, hazelnut was frequently cited in the Public Land Surveys conducted in northern lllinois during the
1830sand 1840s.

Underscoring the absence of grotlndhy er i ndi cat or species is Curtis:i
only one,Heliopsis helianthoidefalse sunflower]yf eaches i ts opti mu Metanumberh e

of characteristic species might come to milB@&sed on 25 years of experience and observation | developed a
sense of what | might expect to see in a local savanna.

For the Wild Things presentation, | consulted a number of sources, inclegiogation seed mixes, published
articles, presentations, and other lists from southern Wisconsin and northern Illlideisrmined which
species had the greatest degree of commoraatigngthose lists and | applied a weighted factor to support
local relevance.Admittedly, this was a subjective assessment, not intended to be a scientifically rigorous
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evaluation. The results yielded short lists of what might be considered the most characteristic species of fine
texturedsoil savannasOther species dmportance also emerged and are some of the forb species generally
expected to found in these savannas, though not necessary the most characteristic (Table 2).

Table 2. Common or Occasional Savanna Forbs

Yellow giant hyssop Agastache nepetoides
Purple giant hyssop Agastache scrophulariifolia
Thimbleweed Anemone virginianum
Columbine Aquilegia canadensis

Wild hyacinth Camassia scilloides

Tall bellflower Campanula americana
Purple Joe Pye weed Eutrochiumpurpureum

Feat hery Sol|Maianthemum racemosum
Starry Sol om Maianthemum stellatum

Wood betony Pedicularis canadensis , ‘n “
Brown-eyed Susan Rudbeckia trilobum Wood betony,Pedicularis canadensis
Early horsegentian Triosteum aurantiacum

Late horsegentian Triosteum perfiatum

The most important graminoid species are presented in Table 3.

Table 3. TopRanking Graminoid Savanna Species

7. | Broadleaved panic grass | Panicum latifolium

6. | Straightstyled wood sedge | Carex radiata

5. | Shortheaded bracted sedg({ Carex cephalophora
4. | Common oak sedge Carex pensylvanica
3. | Bottlebrush grass Elymus hystrix

2. | Spreading oval sedge Carex normalis

1. | Silky wild rye Elymus villosus

The most important forb species are listed in Tdble addition to the top ten, 5
| list four as honorable mentiodM). '

Table 4. TopRanking Savanna Forbs

HM | Short 6s ast g Symphyotrichum shortii _ n
- " " - Purple milkweed Asclepias
HM | Late figwort Scrophularia marilandica purpurascens
HM | Violet wood sorrel Oxalis violacea
HM | Michigan lily Lilium michiganense
10. | Common carrion flower | Smilax lasioneura
9. | Pale Indian plantain Arnoglossum atriplicifolium Asclepias purpurascengurple
8. | Starry campion Silene stellata milkweed
7. | White wild lettuce Prenanthes alba
6 Purple milkweed Asclepias purpurascens
5 Yellow pimpernel Taenidia integerrima Michigan lily, Lilium michiganens
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