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ñédedicated to the study, appreciation, and conservation of the native flora and natural communities of Illinois.ò 

 
Annual Gathering field trip to Starved Rock. Photo: cassi saari. 

Editorial  

Another successful INPS annual gathering is in the books and I think I can say that a super fun time was had by 

all. You can see some pictures from the event in the following pages. The Grand Prairie chapter in Normal, 

Illinois will host the next annual gathering in June 2020. v Christopher David Benda. 
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Message from the President 

What an exciting year weôve had at INPS. Thereôs so 

much going on, from grant awards to endangered species 

recovery to Big Years, itôs hard to pick and choose.  

The annual gathering was a lot of fun, with over  

80 people attending, and really good feedback on the 

field trips. This year we explored the Hennepin Bend 

area near LaSalle. When the Kankakee Torrent raced 

westward as it drained glacial Lake Wauponsee it eroded 

bedrock to create the dramatic bluffs at Starved Rock and Matthiessen state parks. 

At the Hennepin Bend it encountered the ancient pathway of the Mississippi River 

and turned south toward Peoria. This neatly ties in to the exploration a few years 

ago of the Kankakee River Sands, whose Torrent created the Illinois River above 

the Hennepin Bend. 

As part of the evening program, 2018 INPS grantees talked about the research 

activities they performed. It was fascinating to hear, and you can find out about 

these and the 2019 grants at our website. When grantees complete their state 

grant, they receive a one-year membership to INPS, along with their funds. You 

should also check out the impressive Central Chapterôs grant program, which is 

funded by their huge native plant sale. These grants really make a difference for 

students and plant lovers in Illinois.  

I went on the Amboy Marsh field trip and was really impressed with the beauty of 

the site. Located in the Green River Sands; a large sand field formed when the 

ancient path of the Mississippi River swung east to the Hennepin Bend, Amboy 

Marsh is a disorganized sand field with ponds and wetlands scattered amongst 

dunes. I was really impressed by an area with sweet-scented water lily (Nymphaea 

odorata) in a pond surrounded by an extensive field of box huckleberry 

(Gaylussacia baccata) and assorted sedges, overseen by an open black oak grove 

with Canada mayflower (Maianthemum canadense) underneath. The site has 

problematic upland pasture grasses, and we discussed the good results from the 

grass herbicide Clethodim where it has been used in other places.   

Field trip participants were encouraged to send in photos and some are included in 

this newsletter. I encourage the photographers amongst us to post pictures to the 

Illinois Botany Group on Facebook, and let us know about your field trips. 

The grass pink orchid recovery program is proceeding apace. The wet spring/early 

summer caused some eastern grass pink orchid (Calopogon tuberosus) 

populations to go AWOL, especially where there was still standing water. The 

Oklahoma grass pink (C. oklahomensis) survey shows we still have this species in 

Illinois, but only one plant was observed flowering. Landowners and managers 

are in agreement that we need to burn and, in some places, increase light levels to 

promote flowering. 

Gotta run, our Chapter meeting will start soon. Hope you all are getting out to see 

native plants, and perhaps to help manage for their future survival. Happy trails. 

Floyd Catchpole 

President, INPS 

 
 

https://ill-inps.org/research-grant-awards/
http://ill-inps.org/central-chapter-grant-info/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/illinoisbotany/
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Springfield  
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trishquintenz@gmail.com  

 

FOREST GLEN CHAPTER 

Champaign/Urbana, Danville  

Connie Cunningham (President) 
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NORTHEAST CHAPTER 

Chicago  
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QUAD CITIES CHAPTER 
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SOUTHERN CHAPTER  
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Chris Benda (President) 
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Welcome New Members

Central Chapter 
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Elizabeth Saunders 

 

Forest Glen Chapter 

Harold Knoll 

Julie Ramsey 
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Check out the Illinois Native 

Plant Society Events Calendar 

for Chapter meetings and 

workshops.  

mailto:trishquintenz@gmail.com
mailto:conniejcunningham@gmail.com
mailto:jearmstr@ilstu.edu
mailto:fcatchpole@comcast.net
mailto:northeast.inps@gmail.com
mailto:bohdandziadyk@augustana.edu
mailto:southernillinoisplants@gmail.com
https://ill-inps.org/event-calendar/
https://ill-inps.org/event-calendar/
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INPS News 

2019 Research Grant Awards 

The Illinois Native Plant Society is pleased to announce four awards from the 2019 Research Grant Program. 

All four awardees are graduate students at their institutions. More details on each project are available on the 

INPS Research Grant Awards webpage. 

¶ David Barfknecht, Southern Illinois University 

Project: Biodiversity, Community Structure Shifts, and Exotic Invasion in Xeric Forest Openings 

¶ Matthew Evans, Northwestern University and Chicago Botanic Garden 

Project: Assessment of Vernal Pool Soil Seed Banks 

¶ Lauren Lynch, University of Illinois at Urbana -Champaign 

Project: Effects of Pollinator Gardens on Native Bees on an Urban-Rural Gradient 

¶ Jesse Smith, Illinois State University 

Project: Tallgrass vs. Hill Prairies: Floral Traits and Habitat Size Influence Pollinator Diversity 

Jesse Smithôs award is funded by the Central Chapter of the Illinois Native Plant Society because the 

project takes place primarily in the counties included in the Central Chapter. However, the project 

met criteria through the State INPS Research Grant Program and is considered a State award. We 

appreciate the Central Chapterôs contribution to the Grant Program. 

2018 grant awards: Reports from the eight 2018 research grant awardees have been received and each awardee 

has submitted newsletter-type articles describing their project results. These articles will appear in The 

Harbinger, or in newsletters of INPS Chapters or other conservation organizations and will be linked to this 

website. In-depth research articles based on these projects are also being submitted to scientific journals, 

including INPSôs Erigenia, and will be linked to the INPS website as they become available. 

 

Save the Dates 

¶ Thismia Hunt and Calumet Celebration Day at Indian Ridge Marsh, Sunday, August 4, 9AM-Noon. Indian 

Ridge Marsh, 11740 South Torrence Avenue, Chicago. More than a hundred years ago, a tiny flower known 

as Thismia americana was last seen at Indian Ridge Marsh. That hasnôt stopped plant nerds from across the 

Midwest from gathering to hunt for it! This year, everybody is invited to join The Wetlands Initiative, 

Audubon Great Lakes, the Chicago Park District, and the Illinois Soybean Association on the ultimate 

nature scavenger hunt. Plus there will be snacks, prizes, and a family-friendly celebration of the people and 

places that make the Calumet region the vibrant community it is today. For more information: 

http://www.wetlands-initiative.org/upcoming-events/2019/8/4/thismia-hunt-a-calumet-celebration-day.  

https://ill-inps.org/research-grant-awards/
https://ill-inps.org/research-grant-awards/#2018-grants
http://www.wetlands-initiative.org/upcoming-events/2019/8/4/thismia-hunt-a-calumet-celebration-day
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¶ August 17-18, Gary, IN. 2nd Annual Interstate Native Plant Societies Get-

together. The north chapter of the Indiana Native Plant Society is hosting 

this year in Northwest Indiana. Meet at 11AM Saturday at the Paul H. 

Douglas Environmental Center for a short presentation, followed by a 3-

mile hike through oak savanna, panne, foredune, lagoon, and open dune 

habitats. Sundayôs hike is TBD through another one of the Indiana Dunes 

National Parkôs gems. Please RSVP to Nathanael J. Pilla at 

naj.pilla@gmail.com or (219) 928 3730. 

¶ Next North American Prairie Conference: August 7-10, 2022. Lincoln, 

Nebraska. Watch this webpage for information: 

https://tallgrassprairiecenter.org/2022-north-american-prairie-conference. 

Native Plant Sales 

¶ Saturday, August 17, 10AM ï 2PM. Hummingbird Festival at Goodenow Grove, Plum Creek Nature 

Center, 27064 Dutton Rd, Beecher, IL. The Kankakee Torrent Chapter will have a selection of native 

plants for sale at this event. Check out the Forest Preserve District of Will County website for more 

details. 

CHAPTER NEWS 

Northeast Chapter News 

Saturday, September 14, 9AM-Noon: Gentians in the Fen. Let's hike at Lake in the Hills Fen! David 

Schwaegler will lead us on a tour of this super-diverse site. Meet at Barbara Key Park on Pyott Rd. in Lake in 

the Hills, IL. Park near the west end of the lot. Wear waterproof footwear (or be prepared to encounter just an 

inch of two of water). Potential rain date is the following day: Sunday, September 15, same time and place. We 

will be in contact with people who RSVP in the event the hike is rescheduled. So, RSVP here: 

http://bit.ly/genfen 

 

Annual Gathering Summary 

The 2019 INPS Annual Gathering was held June 21-23 at Illinois Valley Community 

College in Oglesby, Illinois. Unique this year was that the state hosted the gathering and 

we were able to visit a new area. Since INPS normally rotates our annual gathering host 

among the seven chapters and we tend to visit the same places, it was nice to be able to 

see some different sites at this year's gathering. Thanks to Gary Sullivan, the keynote 

speaker, and to Floyd and Janine Catchpole, and the INPS board and 

volunteers for making this a successful event. 

Field trips to the surrounding area were led by local expert guides and 

featured diverse habitats and a wide variety of native plants: 

  

mailto:naj.pilla@gmail.com
https://tallgrassprairiecenter.org/2022-north-american-prairie-conference
https://www.reconnectwithnature.org/news-events/event-calendar/summer-2019/hummingbird-festival-nature-celebration
http://bit.ly/genfen
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Amboy Marsh Nature Preserve, Illinois Audubon Society 

 

Dixon Waterfowl  Refuge, The Wetlands Initiative  

Dixon Waterfowl Refuge Panorama. By Evan Barker. 
 

https://illinoisaudubon.org/location/amboy-marsh-nature-preserve/
http://www.wetlands-initiative.org/dixon-waterfowl-refuge-hh

