
     Come join us for a fun paddle at Devil’s Kitchen Lake to look at aquatic 
and wetland plants along the shoreline.  This event is co-sponsored by the 
University of Illinois Extension Forestry Program and the Southern Chapter 
of the Illinois Native Plant Society.  Participants can register for one of two 
sessions (morning and afternoon).  This kayak botany tour will not only look 
at aquatic and wetland plants, but provide great views of the forests and 
bluffs that surround this lake.  Sign up today at:  
https://web.extension.illinois.edu/registration/?RegistrationID=22427   
Event Requirements: 

—All participants are required to provide their own kayak, pfd, and 
equipment 
—Since this event is on the Crab Orchard National Wildlife Refuge,  

participants will be required to have either a daily pass or an annual 
pass (available at the Refuge Visitor Center - 8588 Route 148,  
Marion, IL 62959 

—Social distancing and face coverings are required for participation 
—Recommended items to bring include drinking water, a snack,  

sunscreen, sunglasses, a dry bag/case for protecting keys and 
phones, and a hat 

     Please note that this is a remote location without access to facilities. 
In case of inclement weather, the program coordinator will contact all  
registrants if the event needs to be cancelled.  This program is free  
and open to the public! 

Kayak Botany Tour 
Saturday, August 15th 

8:00-11:30am, 1:00-4:30pm  
Devil’s Kitchen Lake 

Crab Orchard National Wildlife Refuge 
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 If you are receiving a black and white newsletter by postal mail, please help lower      

 our costs by signing up for an electronic copy in color.  Send your email address  

 to southernillinoisplants@gmail.com to be added to our email distribution list.  

Also please “like” our page on facebook at www.facebook.com/southernillinoisplants. 

The Shooting Star  

Newsletter “Dedicated to the study, appreciation, and 

conservation of the native flora and natural 

communities in Illinois.” 
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     Hello again and happy middle of  summer!  I am continually amazed with the diversity of  
southern Illinois.  The natural landscape down here looks so different this time of  year as  
compared to spring or fall.  I really enjoy returning to the same natural areas multiple times 
throughout the year just to see how things have changed and the different plants that are  
blooming. Being someone that has moved around a lot in his life, living in southern Illinois over 
the last 13 years has opened my eyes to the dynamic nature of  ecosystems, both throughout the 
year but also year to year.  Places I have been visiting over my time here look so much different 
now than they did 10 years ago! 
     I want to thank everyone for being so understanding with our need to cancel in-person  
meetings of  this chapter of  the Native Plant Society this year.  We went a couple months without 
offering any content and programs, but I am happy to say that our June virtual chapter meeting 
was a huge success and I am very excited about the July meeting we have planned.  If  current 
policies related to COVID continue, I am very happy to announce that we will be offering some 
small, outdoor programming beginning in August.  This will start with a Kayak Botany Tour of  
Devil’s Kitchen Lake, co-sponsored by the University of  Illinois Extension Forestry  
Program.  Look for more information on all our programming plans either here in this  
newsletter or on our chapter Facebook page.   
     As always, get out and enjoy the natural 
beauty of  southern Illinois, learn some cool new 
plants, and be safe out there, especially in the 
heat of  mid-summer. 
 

~ Chris Evans 

   Illinois Native Plant Society — Southern Chapter 

“As always, get out and enjoy 
the natural beauty of southern 
Illinois, learn some cool new 
plants, and be safe out there, 
especially in the heat of mid-

summer.” 

Feature Plant of  the Month 

This is a rare shrub found in scattered areas across Illinois in low bottom woods, 

rich wooded slopes, rocky wooded bluffs, and along streambanks.  As spring 

moves forward, start looking for the bell-shaped, pale yellow flowers in  

axillary clusters, changing into green drupes.  The leaves are elliptical to obovate 

in shape.  The leaf scar is distinctive as it wraps around the bud.  The twigs of 

this shrub are very flexible (even more so than willows) and can be tied into 

knots without breaking.  Native Americans used the twigs and bark for bow 

strings, baskets, fishing line, and rope. Care is needed with dealing with this  

species, as the foliage, bark, and roots can be toxic and cause an allergic reaction. 

Leatherwood,  
Dirca palustris 

Photos courtesy, Chris Benda  

Missouri Botanical Gardens 
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Calendar of Events 

July 28 Nick Seaton Virtual Tour: Leisure City NA Online 

Aug. 15 U of I Extension Kayak Botany Tour Devil’s Kitchen 

Sept. 22 Gretel Kiefer Plants of Concern CTH 

Oct. 20 Kevin Sierzega INPC Preservation and Protection of 

Natural Communities on Private 

Lands 

CTH 

Nov. 17 TBD TBD TBD 

Dec. TBD TBD INPS Holiday Dinner and Award 

Ceremony 

TBD 

Check out these videos of  Giant City State Park! 

Ferns of Trillium Trail 

https://bit.ly/2CpmKX8 

WSIL TV   On the Trail: Trillium Trail 

https://bit.ly/2WbbkNR 

The Zen of Giant City State Park 

https://bit.ly/3elhbGr 

Trails at Giant City State Park 

https://bit.ly/2Co97rb 

Illinois Rich in Native Tree Species 

Currently, Illinois is home to 5 million acres of forestland of 180 plus native tree species. 

Check out what Chris Evans has to say about Illinois’ forests at https://bit.ly/3eD8tDG 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OvkpY7HG6pU&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR0g7VJ06p2nk2tSJVzYV5UIOkJgiM4I3XEbewJArt7E3T0u-gIG1PvZ6AI
https://wsiltv.com/2020/06/25/on-the-trail-trillium-trail/?utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook_WSIL_News_3&fbclid=IwAR34IRZ-6FG_Eu7flQ2RAnAMmz0VyrqqZoDCbjrD21zGYdu2HQgJsX9dqB0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p3RkqmrfCtQ&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR2TJhAioVc9ogw8dgEiuC0l0gTMM7LRJ1WNJDyxME7s8RtnYxuuOAiq78U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZtOHJoB-K8A&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR01bHuoJW261GcB5l63axkxgnAX41XuiiVRhiQWcBAdyXNcGjaLQ0PrBaI
https://www.farmweeknow.com/environmental/illinois-rich-in-native-tree-species/article_d3041106-c4b0-11ea-bab4-13643ebf3ddb.html
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Summary of  Past Events 

June Program, Virtual Guided Hike  

of  Panther Den Wilderness,  

by Nick Seaton and Kurt Neubig 

     The chapter held its first virtual meeting in June with 
two board members presenting.  Nick Seaton provided 
attendees with an overview of the Panther Den Wilderness 
area loop trail. The focus of the presentation was on  
interesting plants and botanical activities to accomplish 
along the way. Panther Den Wilderness is located in the 
greater Shawnee Hills Natural Division and these geologic 
features were showcased during the presentation. 
     Kurt Neubig delivered a seminar on the group known 
as the grapeferns, which have been traditionally recognized 
as a single genus Botrychium. Many casual observers of the 
group in North America find it to be somewhat  
morphologically homogeneous. Yet recent taxonomic 
workers in the group have emphasized old segregate names Botrypus and Sceptridium for species in the  
flora of Illinois. Our flora of southern Illinois has members of both Sceptridium and Botrypus. Sceptridium 
species, like S. biternatum and S. dissectum, are unusual in having leathery leaves that are persistent in the 
winter. Botrypus is represented by only a single species, B. 
virginianus, that has thin leaves that die back during the  
winter. While the separation of Botrychium into 3 genera is 
not strictly required by phylogenetic standards in  
taxonomy, it is supported by these important differences. 
     This virtual meeting was well attended, with over 50 
people tuning in! 

Photos courtesy, Chris Evans 
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American water willow (Justicia americana) is a 

native plant that can be found in Eastern 

North America.  In the summer, look for this 

wildflower among shallow waters of ponds 

and rivers or along muddy, sandy, gravely 

banks.  It blooms from June 

through the month of  

September, benefiting several 

native bee species. 

Fun Fact 

Photo courtesy, Jess Esposito 



Illinois’ Rarest Trees 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wsQdMarqpvw&feature=youtu.be 

Native Shrubs for the Home Landscape, It’s for the Birds 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9wMoquBVMYE 

History of Forests in Illinois 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0zFaKuX8xeM 

Ecology and Identification of Spring Wildflowers 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ib6fYtdzehA&feature=youtu.be 
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Preserving Illinois Prairies 

https://www.wtvp.org/blogs/local-programming/preserving-

illinois-prairies/ 

Filmed in spring and summer 2019 at locations across the state, this 

new documentary explores the natural forces that created the different 

types of prairies once found in Illinois, the complex bio-systems that exist above and below the rich black soil, 

and wildlife such as bees, birds and monarch butterflies. As the title suggests, Preserving Illinois Prairies also 

looks at pockets of natural prairie that survive (remnant prairies) and the mostly volunteer work to reclaim and  

reconstruct prairies for future generations to study and enjoy.  

Native Plant Finder 

https://www.nwf.org/nativeplantfinder 

Identify native plants that are local to your area.  Search by zip code to find plants that host the highest numbers 

of butterflies and moths to feed birds and other wildlife where you live. 

Local Events & Announcements 

State Champion Water Tupelo, Falls in Storm 

https://bit.ly/2ZXvSKI 
The state record Water Tupelo tree toppled in a storm. 
The tree, located in the Section 8 Woods on the Cache River, measured 23 feet in  
circumference and is believed to be around 1,000 years old. 
"The whole top of the tree was submerged in the water probably, you know, three to four 
feet of water. So, for the most part, we won't do anything with it. We'll just let nature take its 
course," said Jay Massey, site superintendent for the Illinois Department of Natural  
Resources.  

 

 

A luna moth (Actia luna) will spend only a week in its adult life stage.  Keep your 

eyes peeled for the fresh third generation moths at this time. 

Fun Fact 
Photo courtesy, Kimberly Rohling 

University of Illinois Extension  

Forestry Webinars 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wsQdMarqpvw&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9wMoquBVMYE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0zFaKuX8xeM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ib6fYtdzehA&feature=youtu.be
https://www.wtvp.org/blogs/local-programming/preserving-illinois-prairies/
https://www.wtvp.org/blogs/local-programming/preserving-illinois-prairies/
https://www.nwf.org/NativePlantFinder/
https://wsiltv.com/2020/07/06/state-record-tree-falls-in-storm/?utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook_WSIL_News_3&fbclid=IwAR2TJhAioVc9ogw8dgEiuC0l0gTMM7LRJ1WNJDyxME7s8RtnYxuuOAiq78U
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The Cache River Wetlands Center is also open to the public 
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http://www.rtrcwma.org 

https://www.frstillinois.com 

www.sipba.org 

Dicamba Damaging Trees Across Midwest and South 
https://investigatemidwest.org/2020/06/16/weve-got-it-everywhere-dicamba-damaging-trees-across-
midwest-and-south/  

     In recent years, farmers have been spraying an increasing amount of volatile herbicides - namely dicamba and  
2,4-D - that are causing widespread damage to trees, native plants and natural areas across the Midwest and South. 
In Illinois, records show herbicide damage to nature preserves: More than 60 areas managed by the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resource, including state parks and nature preserves, reported herbicide damage in 2018 or 
2019, according to records obtained by the Midwest Center for Investigative Reporting via the Illinois Freedom of 
Information Act.  (read the rest of the article by clicking the link above) 

 

Chanterelle Mushrooms (Chris Evans) 
     While gathering morel mushrooms is a popular spring activity, summer is the time for chanterelle mushrooms 
in most forest lands in Illinois. Many people do not realize that the yellow chanterelles they see in the woods are 
actually two different species. 

     True yellow chanterelles (Cantharellus cibarius) have noticeable forked ridges on the underside of the cap (the 

mushroom on the left in the picture). Smooth chanterelles (C. lateritius) lacks the noticeable ribbing and is usually a 

more pale yellow color (the mushroom on the right in the picture). 

Fun Fact 

The Forest Restoration 
Support Team (FRST) is 

proud to share their website 
to keep you up to date on 

invasive species and forest 
management in southern 

Illinois.  Visit the website at 
www.frstillinois.com. 

http://www.rtrcwma.org/
https://investigatemidwest.org/2020/06/16/weve-got-it-everywhere-dicamba-damaging-trees-across-midwest-and-south/
https://investigatemidwest.org/2020/06/16/weve-got-it-everywhere-dicamba-damaging-trees-across-midwest-and-south/
https://www.frstillinois.com/
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Dodecatheon frenchii –

French’s Shooting Star

Please become a member and support this local non-profit organization dedicated to the 
preservation, conservation, and study of the native plants and vegetation of Illinois!!!

   Join us!     

 

Mr./Mrs./Ms./Miss/Dr.________________________ 
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Phone Number__________Membership Year______ 
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Check here if you want to receive newsletters by postal mail* 

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:  Illinois Native Plant Society 
Mail to: 
INPS Southern Chapter 
P.O. Box 271 
Carbondale, Illinois 62903 

New member 

Renewal 

Address Change only 

  Chapter Affiliation 
 Central (Springfield) 

 Forest Glen (Westville) 

 Northeast (Chicago) 

 Southern (Carbondale) 

 Quad City (Rock Island) 

 Irene Cull (Peoria) 

   Membership Categories 
   Student……………….$13.00 

   Individual…………….$20.00 

   Family (new category)…..$30.00 

   Institutional (nonvoting).$20.00 

   Supporting……………$30.00 

   Patron………….……..$55.00 

   Life……………….…$300.00 

Know someone who would like to receive our newsletter?  Please have them send their 
email address to southernillinoisplants@gmail.com to be added to our distribution list!

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: 

Illinois Native Plant Society, P.O. Box 271, Carbondale, IL 62903 

President:   Chris Evans 

VP:     Jean Sellar 

Secretary:    Erin Garrett 

Treasurer:   Nancy Garwood 

At-large:     Nick Seaton 

At-large:      Kurt Neubig 

At-large:      Jen Harris 

At-large:      Rhonda Rothrock 

Newsletter: Jennifer Behnken 

Please make checks payable to: Illinois Native Plant Society, Attn: Dr. Nancy Garwood 

Life Science II—Mailcode 6509 Southern Illinois University 1125 Lincoln Dr. Carbondale, IL 62901 


