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“Dedicated to the study, appreciation, and
conservation of the native flora and natural
communities in Illinois.”

Should I Be Concerned?
Tuesday, June 15th at 6:30 p.m.
Virtual Presentation
The unglaciated terrain of southern Illinois is home
to a variety of plant species not found in the rest of the
state, making many of them rare in Illinois. Resources
to monitor and protect these plants are limited.
To alleviate this, the Plants of Concern program has
recently expanded to southern Illinois. From a lab at
SIUC, former Southern Chapter president, Chris Benda,
organizes citizen scientists to monitor rare plants.
Join the Southern Chapter of the Illinois Native Plant
Society as Chris explains program goals and hopes for
the future. Registration is required for
this FREE event! To register, visit
https://tinyurl.com/rwx3d5tc.

If you are receiving a black and white newsletter by postal mail, please help lower
our costs by signing up for an electronic copy in color. Send your email address
to southernillinoisplants@gmail.com to be added to our email distribution list.
Also please “like” our page on facebook at www.facebook.com/southernillinoisplants.
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Message from the Southern Chapter President
If you are like me, you often fall into a routine and visit the same public lands over and over again.
There is certainly nothing wrong with getting to know a site, but I want to encourage all of you (I am
talking to myself here too!) to visit some new natural
areas in southern Illinois. June is a great time to do
that, before the real heat of summer sets in. There are
so many great public places to hike, watch nature, and
look at cool plants. One of the many wonderful things
about southern Illinois is the great variety of habitat
types and ecosystems that occur in close proximity.
Prairies, glades, barrens, open woodlands, dry forests,
mesic forests, bottomland forests, swamps, and the list
can go on and on!
Panther Den Wilderness,

Photo courtesy Jennifer Behnken
We have public land that is federal (Corps of
Engineers, US Forest Service, US Fish and Wildlife Service), state (state parks, nature preserves, state natural areas, state forests, university lands, etc.), and quite
a few non-profit lands in southern Illinois that are open to the public as well (Green Earth Inc.,
Audubon Society, Clifftop, The Nature Conservancy). There is so much to see and explore, it can be
overwhelming, but looking at resources like the different websites of the public land agencies or asking
questions on our chapter’s Facebook page is a great way to narrow down your choices! I hope to see
you on the trail this summer! ~ Chris Evans

“I want to encourages all of you to visit some of the new natural
areas in southern Illinois….One of the many wonderful things
about southern Illinois is the great variety of habitat types and
ecosystems that occur in close proximity.”

Feature Plant of the Month

Wild Hydrangea,
Hydrangea arborescens

Also known as smooth hydrangea, this native enjoys rocky wooded
slopes, ravines, streambanks, and bluff bases. The word “hydrangea”
comes from hydor meaning “water,” and aggeion meaning “vessel,” referring
to the fruits of this shrub. Flower bloom mainly May through July, but as
late as September. If grown in your backyard, plants can be pruned close to
the ground in late winter to encourage robust growth, as blooms occur on
new wood. They may die back on their own to the ground in harsh weather
conditions. Leaves are oppositely arranged with rounded or egg-shaped,
coarsely toothed leaves. A wide variety of insects benefit from this shrub.

Photos courtesy,
Illinois Wildflowers

2021

Calendar of Events
June 15

Chris Benda

Plants of Concern

Virtual

July 17

Nick Seaton

Guided Hike

Max Creek

August 17

Alice Brandon

TBD

Virtual

September

TBD

TBD

TBD

October

INPS

Workday

Pleasant Valley

Nov. 16

Lauren Pile

TBD

Virtual

Don’t forget to check out the INPS YouTube channel, including
recorded seminars from guest speakers from around the
country! Check it out at https://bit.ly/2SlHs2B.
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Local Events & Announcements
Giant City State Park
Backcountry Navigation
Saturday, June 26th 9am— 12pm
On or off the trail, you need to know how to navigate in
the woods. Join Isaiah Turner, outdoor enthusiast and park
volunteer, for an introduction into backcountry navigation.
Develop new skills as you learn: how to read a topographic map,
how to use a compass, and how to put both skills together in
various on-site field exercises.
Registration is required for programs; to register, call
(618) 457-4836.

IDNR, Conservation Worker seasonal openings are still open!
https://illinois.jobs2web.com/
Type “Conservation Worker” into the search engine and create an account to apply.
Locations include:


Ferne Clyffe State Park



Cache River State Natural Area



Tunnel Hill State Trail

Habitat for the Rusty Patched Bumble Bee
This important pollinator was once common in the Chicago area
and 30 other states and provinces, but its population has declined over
87% in the last 20 years because of pathogen spillover, habitat loss,
pesticide use, and climate change. Bumble bees are important
pollinators for native flowers and the crops that we eat, and they
provide many benefits for people and the ecosystem.
Native wildflowers organically grown in residential yards and urban green spaces can provide significant
foraging resources for pollinators. The Rusty Patched Bumble Bee relies on 38 flowering host plants, such as
echinacea and wild bergamot, many of which are common in yards. You can create habitat in your yard by
growing host plants that bloom throughout the season, eliminating pesticide and chemical use, and letting sticks
and leaves remain. We are looking for people to grow host plants and upload photos of host plants and bees to
iNaturalist. For more information, check out https://naturalhabitatevanston.org/content/evanston-hostplant-initiative.
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Local Events & Announcements

Discovery at Touch of Nature, Buffalo Clover
A rare plant has been found around the multi-use trail at SIUC’s Touch of
Nature Environmental Center. On this feature, botanist Chris Benda tells us
about buffalo clover, Trifolium reflexum. It is in the pea family and a state
threatened species. The leaves of buffalo clover are on the same stalk as the
flower, different than clover found in lawns when the leaves and the flowers are
on separate stalks. Once these plants were found, the trail was re-routed by Touch
of Nature staff. Prescribed fire management activities performed at Touch of
Nature also benefit this species. Chris Benda also observed over 500 other plant
species on this proposed trail! To listen to this piece by Kevin Boucher, visit:
https://news.wsiu.org/post/discovery-touch-nature#stream/0
Photo courtesy, Chris Benda
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University of Illinois Extension is partnering with Illinois Department of Natural Resources and Friends
of the Cache River Watershed to host trash blasts in State Natural Areas, Parks, Trails, and Fish and
Wildlife Areas. Master Gardeners, Master Naturalists, and members of the public are invited to assist
with litter clean-up events. Members of the public will need to fill out an IDNR volunteer waiver on site.
Kim Rohling will coordinate small teams of volunteers to collect litter from 9:00-11:00AM, in various
locations in southern Illinois.
Volunteers will be required to sanitize their hands, follow social distancing guidelines, and wear a face
mask for the duration of the event. To be prepared, volunteers should wear sturdy shoes, bring their own
work gloves, and a face mask. Trash buckets and trash grabbers will be assigned to volunteers to use for
the morning. All equipment will be disinfected before and after the event. This event is limited to 10
volunteers in order to follow recommended COVID-19 guidelines from Extension and IDNR. Register
to save your spot now https://go.illinois.edu/IDNRTrashBlast.
Bring your own water to stay hydrated. We recommend you wear a wide-brimmed hat, lightweight
pants, and a lightweight long-sleeved shirt to protect yourself from the sun, biting insects, or poison
ivy/understory plants. Wear study footwear and bring your own work gloves. Maps to the meeting location for each clean-up will be emailed to you the Monday before the event. Hope to see you there!
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http://www.rtrcwma.org
https://www.frstillinois.com
www.sipba.org

Save the Date! Invasive Species Summit: Japanese Chaff Flower
August 12-13, 2021
The University of Illinois Extension, River to River Cooperative Weed Management Area, Southern
Illinois University, and Cypress Creek National Wildlife Refuge are working with many other partners to host
this two-day event to learn more about the ecology, impacts, and management of the invasive plant, Japanese
Chaff Flower (Achyranthes japonica).
If you are a land manager, landowner, forester, biologist, other natural resource professional, Extension
professional, or anyone interested in natural resource management or invasive species consider attending this
free summit. The summit will include both virtual presentations from experienced researchers and managers
and field tours to see infestations in-person and learn from professionals actively engaged in managing this
species. Field tours are being planned for at least five different states where chaff flower is present (Georgia,
Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, and Ohio) plus a virtual field tour option for those that cannot attend a field tour
in person. More details to come.
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Know someone who would like to receive our newsletter? Please have them send their
email address to southernillinoisplants@gmail.com to be added to our distribution list!

Please become a member and support this local non-profit organization dedicated to the
preservation, conservation, and study of the native plants and vegetation of Illinois!!!

Join us!
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